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Abstract:
Love is the central theme in William Shakespeare’s play As you like it because every scene
makes references to it one way or another. There are four conventional couples (Rosalind &
Orlando, Celia & Oliver, Phoebe & Silvius, Audrey & Touchstone) but the forms of love differ
from one couple to other. Most of the relationships in As You Like It are based on the principle
of love at first sight implying an abrupt and overwhelming falling in love. This can be seen with
Rosalind and Orlando right at the beginning of the comedy as well as with Celia and Oliver later
in the play. So far as the love of Celia and Oliver is concerned the audience does not know at
what point of the plot they actually fell in love with each other. An overwhelming and abrupt
falling in love is also experienced by Silvius and Phoebe and ends with marriage. A further type
of love is also between Audrey and Touchstone. However, in the last act, Shakespeare unites all
different pairs of lovers by marriage.
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where Rosalind (already disguised
Ganymede) and Celia (Aliena).

Introduction:
With this spectrum of love relationships, a
greater attention to its romantic expression
than to its essence can be found in the play.
On one side, the classical literary tradition of
love can be found particularly in Orlando’s
poems and enthusiastic love expressions,
until he is educated by Ganymede, as well as
in Silvius’s courting of Phoebe. When
seeing her for the first time at court, Orlando
is unable to express his feelings: “what
passion hangs these weights upon my
tongue?” (1.2.236). Having reached the
Forest of Arden, Orlando begins writing
love poems and hanging them on the trees
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Here Orlando follows the literary tradition
of love when he urges to put his emotions
into words and to display them. His poems,
despite their poor poetic quality, depict
romantic love in Shakespeare’s As You like
it.
Orlando sentimentalizes his experience of
love, indulging himself into his feelings.
When Silvius also falls in love with Phoebe,
he believes his sentiments to be the truest
that have ever been: “O, thou didst then
never love so heartily!” (2.4.28). Silvius is
not poet and does not put his feelings into
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verse like Orlando does. His expressions of
love mainly serve one purpose to convince
Phoebe of accepting him where as Orlando
does not directly woo Rosalind but writes
love poetry merely for the joy of being in
love. These have been only a few examples
of the literary expression of love in As You
Like it. On the other hand there is more
realistic view of romantic love (by Rosalind)
and a parody of it by (by Touchstone). It is
significant that neither Rosalind nor
Touchstone tend to express their love in
verse.
In this context, Rosalind disguised as
Ganymede teaches Orlando to distance
himself from the exaggerated romantic love
and to return to the reality of everyday life.
Both Rosalind and Touchstone disapprove
of the lovers’ need to write poetry
expressing romantic love. Both of them have
a realistic view on it. This literary romantic
love is contrasted with a more realistic
approach to love. As has been already seen
in the few examples above, Orlando and
Silvius are the most exemplary characters of
romance where as Rosalind and Touchstone
demonstrate a realistic view on love,
courtship and marriage. However this does
not cause any problem in the relationship
between Orlando and Rosalind because she
teaches her beloved how to love in a more
realistic way. Touchstone’s unromantic
interest in Audrey does not deter her either.
Phoebe also rejects Silvius’s advances and
romantic love in general but later she
accepts Silvius’s proposal. Their connection
is practical and not a romantic one. At the
end, all relationships (romantic, realistic and
practical) turn into marriage.
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In the masterpiece As You Like It
Shakespeare depicts four couples (Orlando
and Rosalind, Oliver and Celia, Silvius and
Phebe and Touchstone and Audrey) and
offers four different perspectives of love.
The first type of love is the most poetic and
romantic. It is the love at first sight and
lover and beloved are meant for each other
and none else. It is shown through the young
love of Orlando and Rosalind in the
beginning and blooms purely through Oliver
and Celia at the end. The love between
Orlando and Rosalind is called gentlemanly
love but is fraught with barriers needing to
be overcome. This kind of love is
undermined by Touchstone who describes
this type of love as dishonest; “the truest
poetry is the most feigning”. (Act 3, Scene
2). Orlando has to overcome many obstacles
in order to be married. His love is tested by
Rosalind and proved to be genuine. Rosalind
also enjoys the wooing side of romantic
love.
Conclusion:
Love is the central theme of As You Like It.
like
other
romantic
comedies
of
Shakespeare.
Following the tradition of a romantic
comedy, As You Like It is a tale of love
manifested in its varied forms. In many of
the love stories it is love at first sight. This
principle of “love at first sight” is seen in the
love stories of Rosalind and Orlando, Celia
and Oliver, as well as Phoebe and
Ganymede. The love story of Audrey and
Touchstone is a parody of romantic love.
Another form of love is between women, as
in Rosalind and Celia’s deep bond.
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Below are 4 on-screen romances that inaccurately portray intensity as love: Photo Source: Andrew Eccles/The CW. Vampire Diaries.Â
Intensity is not the same as romance. Romance is making someone feel loved and desired, and itâ€™s a mutual bond between those
two people. Intensity can be intimidating, all-consuming, or obsessive. And this behavior at the beginning of a relationship can be a red
flag for future violent or aggressive behaviors.Â Much like many other parts of a healthy relationship, both people in that relationship
should decide together the pace in which they want their relationship to move. Start a Conversation. Of course, Iâ€™m not saying we
should boycott these TV shows or movies because of the way they portray this intensity as love or romance. The theme of love in As
You Like It is central to the play, and nearly every scene makes reference to it in one way or another. Shakespeare utilizes a range of
different perceptions and presentations of love in As You Like It; everything from the bawdy love of the lower class characters to the
courtly love of the nobles. Types of Love in As You Like It. Romantic and courtly love. Bawdy, sexual love.Â Romantic and Courtly
Love. This is demonstrated in the central relationship between Rosalind and Orlando. The characters fall in love quickly and their love is
articulated in love poetry and in carvings on trees. It is a gentlemanly love but is fraught with barriers needing to be overcome.
Sometimes the theme of love is paired with marriage, though in bittersweet ways. Emilienne marries Connor Lavender because she
figures â€œa loveless union was the best option for each of themâ€ (29). Her past heartaches taught her to be wary of love; and by
marrying a man she doesnâ€™t love, she believes sheâ€™ll avoid future grief or loneliness if something were to happen to him.Â What
topics would you like to see featured at Theme: A Storyâ€™s Soul? Share your thoughts by commenting below or tweeting me at
@SaraL_Writer with the hashtag #DIYMFA. Sara Letourneau is a speculative fiction writer and poet in Massachusetts who devours good
books, loves all kinds of music, and drinks copious amounts of tea. Love is a central theme and Shakespeare uses many different styles
and writing techniques to present it via the characters in the play; form and structure also contribute greatly to the presentation of love.
Love comes in a number of different forms. There is the romantic hero-heroine love between Rosalind and Orlando in which they fall in
'love at first sight', woo and then they are married, unrequited love with Silvius and Phoebe, Touchstone and Audrey's seductive love,
family ties and love shared between Rosalind and Celia and Adam and Orlando.Â This example of love is certainly a variation from the
more idealised forms that are portrayed in the by the other couples, it is based more on lust than romance and passionate love. Celia
and Oliver are the last couple to meet.

